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One Blackburn Drive
Gloucester, MA 01930-2298

May 17, 2002

Smal|l Entity Conpliance Cuide

Dear Monkfish Permt Hol der:

This letter serves to informyou of the inplenmentation of an

energency rule that tenporarily amends the overfishing criteria in

t he Monkfish Fishery Managenent Plan (FMP), and suspends the Year 4

defaul t managenent neasures that took effect on May 1, 2002. In

pl ace of the Year 4 default measures, this enmergency rule inplenents

revi sed neasures as foll ows:

. Specifies a target total allowable catch (TAC of 19,595 netric
tons (nmt), with area-specific target TACs set at 11,674 nt and
7,921 mt for the Northern Fi shery Managenment Area (NFMB) and
Sout hern Fi shery Management Area (SFMA), respectively;

. Al | ocates 40 nonkfish days-at-sea (DAS) for nmonkfish limted
access permt hol ders;
. Mai ntains the no nonkfish trip limt in the NFMA for monkfish

limted access vessels while fishing on a nonkfish or Northeast
nmul ti speci es DAS;

. Revises trip limts as specified below for nmonkfish limted
access vessels fishing under a nonkfish DAS in the SFMA, and
. Maintains all incidental catch limts at the sane | evel as

during the 2001 fishing year (May 1, 2001 - April 30, 2002).

A summary of trip limts inplemented by this enmergency rule are
provided in the follow ng table.

Monkfish Trip Limts Effective May 17, 2002

Permi t DAS Ar ea Gear? Trip Limt per
Cat egory Program DAS?
A&B and C&D Monkf i sh NFMA Al GCear No trip limt
with LAS

scal l op pernit

Aor C Monkf i sh SFMVA Al Cear 550 I'b of tail-weight
B or D Monkf i sh SFMA Al GCear 450 | b of tail-weight
Cor D Mul ti speci es NFVA Al Cear No trip limt
Cor D Mul ti speci es SFMA Trawl 300 I b of tail-weight
Cor D Mul ti speci es SFMA Non-t r awl 50 Ib of tail-

wei ght

Cor D Scal | op NFMA & Dredge or net 300 I b of tail
SFMA exenption wei ght




E (incidental) Mul ti speci es NFMA Al GCear 300 I b of tail weight,
or 25% of total weight
of fish on board,
whi chever is |ess

E (incidental) Mul ti speci es SFMA Al Cear 50 I b tail-weight

E (incidental) Scal | op NFMA & Dr edge 300 I'b tail-weight
SFMVA

A B C D or No DAS NFMVA & Large Mesh Up to 5% (whol e or

E SFMA tail weight) of total

wei ght of fish on
board per trip

A B C D or No DAS NFMA & | Smal | Mesh or 50 I'b per trip
E SFNVA Handgear

A B C D or No DAS NFMVA & Al Cear 50 I b per trip
E vessel s that SFMA

are <30 feet

with nulti-

speci es LA

permt

'Dredge gear is prohibited unless fishing under a Scal |l op DAS
2r the whol e-wei ght equivalent (tail weight x 3.32)

LA = Limted access

“M ni mum regul ated mul ti speci es nesh size

SLess than regul ated mul ti speci es nesh size

Note: These neasures are effective for 180 days from date of
publication in the Federal Reqgister but nay be extended for an
addi tional 180 days. |If the energency neasures are extended, NVFS
will notify you by means of another permt holder letter. Public
coments are requested on this emergency rule, and nmust be received
no later than 5 p.m EDT June 14, 2002.

This letter is only a summary of the emergency regul ati ons that have
been inplemented. To read these regulations in their entirety, you
are encouraged to obtain a conplete copy by calling (978) 281-9278,
or by accessing the Northeast Regional Ofice' s web page at:
http://ww. nero.nnfs.gov. The New Engl and Fi shery Managenent GCounci |
(Council) is currently devel opi ng an anendnent to the FMP. For
information on this anendnment, contact the Council at (978) 465-0492.

This small entity conpliance guide conplies with section 212 of the
Smal | Busi ness Regul atory Enforcement and Fairness Act of 1996.

Si ncerely,

(e it

Patricia A Kurku
Regi onal Admi ni strat or
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